
“There is new and stronger
evidence that most of the
warming observed over the

last 50 years is attributable to
human activities”

Living with climate change in the East of England
Local Authorities 

When should local authorities and
agencies take action? 

action planning should use a range

of time frames

Climate change is a gradual process that happens over decades.

So why act now? Why not just wait until predictions are more

precise?  Work to adapt to climate change needs to start now,

but it will be a long-term process that needs to be tackled in a

staged, prioritised way.  Some of the most immediate adaptation

priorities are in relation to planning and developing major

infrastructure, such as new buildings or roads.  The guidance

uses three time frames for action planning:

‘Act now’ 

This action will be appropriate where you are already
facing problems or in cases where you need to upgrade
infrastructure regardless of climate change.  Acting now
can also provide ‘no regret’ solutions that can deliver
benefits under present day climate as well as future
climate scenarios.  

‘Plan for the future’ 

If you are planning for major investment in infrastructure
or the construction of significant capital works with long
time spans, budgets may have to be considered now to
plan for added costs. 

‘Keep a watching brief’ 

Keep a “watching brief” when not enough is known.
Adapting to climate change is not always a simple
decision to change operating standards and design
parameters.  To minimise the risk to your organisation
you should ensure you keep up to date with knowledge
on the impacts of climate change and what it means for
you.

How should local authorities and
agencies be evaluating the risks?

You can minimise the problems posed by climate change through

prudent planning and proactive adaptation to climate change.

The guidance will help you to assess your organisation’s

vulnerability and define suitable responses based on available

resources, your approach to risk and the regulatory framework

within which your organisation or service area operates.

considering appropriate action:
adapting road infrastructure

The Highways Agency are considering the
implications of climate change on road
infrastructure.  They are already experiencing the
need to adapt road infrastructure to the effects of
climate change.

ask yourself  

• Do you know what impact climate change could have on

your service area?

• Do your current policies, strategies and plans include

provision for the impacts of climate change?

• Can you identify and assess the risks from climate change

to your services?

• Are developments with a lifetime of more than 20 years

required to factor in climate change?

• Have you briefed staff/elected members on any key risks

arising from climate variability and long-term climate

change?

act now to save later

According to a recent study, climate-proofing new buildings in

southern England against subsidence may only cost £32 million,

compared to a possible annual cost of £200-400 million from

damage claims if no action is taken.

Who should local authorities and
agencies be working with? 

partnership working is essential for

adaptation

Adapting to climate change will present a major challenge to a

wide range of local and regional governmental bodies, as well as

the private sector and the wider public.  Organisations in both

the public and private sectors must work together to tackle

climate change in the most effective way possible.  The guidance

sets out suggested key partners for implementing adaptation

responses.

partnership working: a clause
from the Nottingham
Declaration on Climate Change

We commit our council to: work with key providers,

including health authorities, businesses and

development organisations to assess the potential

effects of climate change on our communities and to

identify ways in which we can adapt.

With thanks to English Nature for their generous contribution of
selected images used in this publication.

To download the full technical documents of the study findings

visit http://www.sustainability-east.com/



Is the climate in the East of
England changing? 

"there is new and stronger evidence

that most of the warming observed

over the last 50 years is attributable

to human activities1"

Our climate is changing and will continue to change over this

century and beyond.  The East of England will experience: 

* Hotter and drier summers 

* Milder and wetter winters

* More extreme climate events

* Increased risk of flooding in some areas

* Rising sea levels, increasing the risk of coastal flooding

and erosion.

How is the East of England region
responding?

the East of England is at the forefront

of developing regional climate

change adaptation guidance

In response to the pressures and opportunities created by

climate change, several organisations have come together to

produce guidance on ‘Living with climate change in the East of

England’.  The intention is to support local authorities, businesses

and the public in living with, rather than fighting against climate

change.  

This leaflet provides an outline of the guidance for local

authorities and other agencies providing public services; the full

guidance is available on the Sustainable Development Round

Table's (SDRT) website at www.sustainability-east.com, which

also includes guidance for business.  This guidance is

complementary to the adaptation guide for local authorities

produced by UKCIP, I&DeA and the LGA2, and adds a regional

level of detail.

Climate change sub-regions

different areas face different impacts

The East of England is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of

climate change; it is low-lying which puts it at risk of coastal

flooding and some areas are prone to water deficiencies,

especially the south.  It is also well placed to take advantage of

some of the impacts of climate change.

The guidance identifies climate change impacts and sets out

suggested adaptation measures using a sub-regional approach.

This recognises that different sub-regions face distinctive sets of

climate change impacts which will require different adaptation

responses. 

Who is this guidance for? 

a wide range of local authority

services and other agencies must be

involved in adapting to climate

change 

The guidance is designed to assist local authorities and

other agencies providing public services in the East of England

in adapting to climate change.  In particular it is for those people

who are involved in strategy development and decision-

making, particularly in relation to infrastructure and emergency

planning.  It may be sensible to nominate an officer to coordinate

the response.  

The following local authority service areas are addressed:  

* Transport infrastructure

* Buildings and estates

* Emergency planning and services 

* Wider coordination of flood prevention and coastal

protection

* The economy, leisure and tourism

* Waste, pollution control and monitoring and environmental

health

* The natural and historic environment

The guidance is also targeted at the following other agencies:

* Water service providers (including those involved in water

resources and supply, water quality and sewerage)

* Nature conservation bodies

* Bodies working with the historic and archaeological

environment

* Health service providers.

2 UKCIP, I&DeA and LGA Climate change and local communities - How prepared are you? An adaption guide for local authorities in the UK, July 2003.

Climate change will create both opportunities and threats for

local authorities and other agencies.  For example, warmer

summers may lead to increased demand for leisure and tourism

related services, whilst wetter winters will increase pressure on

drainage systems.  It is essential that local authorities and other

agencies in the East of England are aware of the opportunities

and threats posed by climate change, and take action to respond

now.

Adaptation versus mitigation

Responses to climate change should involve mitigation against the causes of climate change (e.g. reducing greenhouse gas emissions)

and adaptation to the impacts of climate change.  Both are very important.  This guidance concentrates on planning for adaptation in

order to minimise the adverse impacts of climate change and to take advantage of the opportunities created.  

Why take account of climate
change?

our climate is already changing and it

will continue to change throughout

this century

Recent extreme weather events, such as the flooding in the

autumn and winter of 2000, have shown that climate can have a

big impact on our society and that infrastructure and services

need to be designed to meet the risk.  Climate change makes this

particularly important for policy makers, service planners,

designers and engineers, because historic climate variability will

no longer be a good guide to future climate.  

The impacts of climate change are likely to become increasingly

evident in the coming decades and will affect many of your

organisation’s services, assets and infrastructure.  If

organisations do not plan for and respond to these pressures

appropriately, costly remedial action which could have been

avoided is likely to be required.

If resilience to change can be incorporated in decisions taken

today local authorities and other agencies will be better

prepared for the future.  

a proactive approach to flood risk

Ipswich Borough Council is responding to pressures for a

greater consideration of drainage issues in development

control through the development of a ‘Drainage and Flood

Defence Policy’.  The policy notes that without adequate

measures being taken, many properties are likely to suffer

from flooding, which could place costly post-flood

responsibilities on the Council.  

What about uncertainty in
understanding of climate change?

invest now to avoid even greater

costs later

Whilst there is some uncertainty surrounding climate change and

the associated risks, this is being reduced as better information

becomes available.  The risk of not acting in good time is ever

present.  Failing to plan for the future could potentially increase

risk and incur higher costs and more disruption as the climate

changes and remedial maintenance and renewal is required.

Furthermore, many of the adaptation measures suggested could

lead to cost-savings today – for example using water wisely.

1 IPCC, Third Assessment Report 2001
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When should local authorities and
agencies take action? 

action planning should use a range

of time frames

Climate change is a gradual process that happens over decades.

So why act now? Why not just wait until predictions are more

precise?  Work to adapt to climate change needs to start now,

but it will be a long-term process that needs to be tackled in a

staged, prioritised way.  Some of the most immediate adaptation

priorities are in relation to planning and developing major

infrastructure, such as new buildings or roads.  The guidance

uses three time frames for action planning:

‘Act now’ 

This action will be appropriate where you are already
facing problems or in cases where you need to upgrade
infrastructure regardless of climate change.  Acting now
can also provide ‘no regret’ solutions that can deliver
benefits under present day climate as well as future
climate scenarios.  

‘Plan for the future’ 

If you are planning for major investment in infrastructure
or the construction of significant capital works with long
time spans, budgets may have to be considered now to
plan for added costs. 

‘Keep a watching brief’ 

Keep a “watching brief” when not enough is known.
Adapting to climate change is not always a simple
decision to change operating standards and design
parameters.  To minimise the risk to your organisation
you should ensure you keep up to date with knowledge
on the impacts of climate change and what it means for
you.

How should local authorities and
agencies be evaluating the risks?

You can minimise the problems posed by climate change through

prudent planning and proactive adaptation to climate change.

The guidance will help you to assess your organisation’s

vulnerability and define suitable responses based on available

resources, your approach to risk and the regulatory framework

within which your organisation or service area operates.

considering appropriate action:
adapting road infrastructure

The Highways Agency are considering the
implications of climate change on road
infrastructure.  They are already experiencing the
need to adapt road infrastructure to the effects of
climate change.

ask yourself  

• Do you know what impact climate change could have on

your service area?

• Do your current policies, strategies and plans include

provision for the impacts of climate change?

• Can you identify and assess the risks from climate change

to your services?

• Are developments with a lifetime of more than 20 years

required to factor in climate change?

• Have you briefed staff/elected members on any key risks

arising from climate variability and long-term climate

change?

act now to save later

According to a recent study, climate-proofing new buildings in

southern England against subsidence may only cost £32 million,

compared to a possible annual cost of £200-400 million from

damage claims if no action is taken.

Who should local authorities and
agencies be working with? 

partnership working is essential for

adaptation

Adapting to climate change will present a major challenge to a

wide range of local and regional governmental bodies, as well as

the private sector and the wider public.  Organisations in both

the public and private sectors must work together to tackle

climate change in the most effective way possible.  The guidance

sets out suggested key partners for implementing adaptation

responses.

partnership working: a clause
from the Nottingham
Declaration on Climate Change

We commit our council to: work with key providers,

including health authorities, businesses and

development organisations to assess the potential

effects of climate change on our communities and to

identify ways in which we can adapt.

With thanks to English Nature for their generous contribution of
selected images used in this publication.

To download the full technical documents of the study findings

visit http://www.sustainability-east.com/
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resources, your approach to risk and the regulatory framework
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considering appropriate action:
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The Highways Agency are considering the
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partnership working: a clause
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We commit our council to: work with key providers,

including health authorities, businesses and

development organisations to assess the potential
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identify ways in which we can adapt.

With thanks to English Nature for their generous contribution of
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Is the climate in the East of
England changing? 

"there is new and stronger evidence

that most of the warming observed

over the last 50 years is attributable

to human activities1"

Our climate is changing and will continue to change over this

century and beyond.  The East of England will experience: 

* Hotter and drier summers 

* Milder and wetter winters

* More extreme climate events

* Increased risk of flooding in some areas

* Rising sea levels, increasing the risk of coastal flooding

and erosion.

How is the East of England region
responding?

the East of England is at the forefront

of developing regional climate

change adaptation guidance

In response to the pressures and opportunities created by

climate change, several organisations have come together to

produce guidance on ‘Living with climate change in the East of

England’.  The intention is to support local authorities, businesses

and the public in living with, rather than fighting against climate

change.  

This leaflet provides an outline of the guidance for local

authorities and other agencies providing public services; the full

guidance is available on the Sustainable Development Round

Table's (SDRT) website at www.sustainability-east.com, which

also includes guidance for business.  This guidance is

complementary to the adaptation guide for local authorities

produced by UKCIP, I&DeA and the LGA2, and adds a regional

level of detail.

Climate change sub-regions

different areas face different impacts

The East of England is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of

climate change; it is low-lying which puts it at risk of coastal

flooding and some areas are prone to water deficiencies,

especially the south.  It is also well placed to take advantage of

some of the impacts of climate change.

The guidance identifies climate change impacts and sets out

suggested adaptation measures using a sub-regional approach.

This recognises that different sub-regions face distinctive sets of

climate change impacts which will require different adaptation

responses. 

Who is this guidance for? 

a wide range of local authority

services and other agencies must be

involved in adapting to climate

change 

The guidance is designed to assist local authorities and

other agencies providing public services in the East of England

in adapting to climate change.  In particular it is for those people

who are involved in strategy development and decision-

making, particularly in relation to infrastructure and emergency

planning.  It may be sensible to nominate an officer to coordinate

the response.  

The following local authority service areas are addressed:  

* Transport infrastructure

* Buildings and estates

* Emergency planning and services 

* Wider coordination of flood prevention and coastal

protection

* The economy, leisure and tourism

* Waste, pollution control and monitoring and environmental

health

* The natural and historic environment

The guidance is also targeted at the following other agencies:

* Water service providers (including those involved in water

resources and supply, water quality and sewerage)

* Nature conservation bodies

* Bodies working with the historic and archaeological

environment

* Health service providers.

2 UKCIP, I&DeA and LGA Climate change and local communities - How prepared are you? An adaption guide for local authorities in the UK, July 2003.

Climate change will create both opportunities and threats for

local authorities and other agencies.  For example, warmer

summers may lead to increased demand for leisure and tourism

related services, whilst wetter winters will increase pressure on

drainage systems.  It is essential that local authorities and other

agencies in the East of England are aware of the opportunities

and threats posed by climate change, and take action to respond

now.

Adaptation versus mitigation

Responses to climate change should involve mitigation against the causes of climate change (e.g. reducing greenhouse gas emissions)

and adaptation to the impacts of climate change.  Both are very important.  This guidance concentrates on planning for adaptation in

order to minimise the adverse impacts of climate change and to take advantage of the opportunities created.  

Why take account of climate
change?

our climate is already changing and it

will continue to change throughout

this century

Recent extreme weather events, such as the flooding in the

autumn and winter of 2000, have shown that climate can have a

big impact on our society and that infrastructure and services

need to be designed to meet the risk.  Climate change makes this

particularly important for policy makers, service planners,

designers and engineers, because historic climate variability will

no longer be a good guide to future climate.  

The impacts of climate change are likely to become increasingly

evident in the coming decades and will affect many of your

organisation’s services, assets and infrastructure.  If

organisations do not plan for and respond to these pressures

appropriately, costly remedial action which could have been

avoided is likely to be required.

If resilience to change can be incorporated in decisions taken

today local authorities and other agencies will be better

prepared for the future.  

a proactive approach to flood risk

Ipswich Borough Council is responding to pressures for a

greater consideration of drainage issues in development

control through the development of a ‘Drainage and Flood

Defence Policy’.  The policy notes that without adequate

measures being taken, many properties are likely to suffer

from flooding, which could place costly post-flood

responsibilities on the Council.  

What about uncertainty in
understanding of climate change?

invest now to avoid even greater

costs later

Whilst there is some uncertainty surrounding climate change and

the associated risks, this is being reduced as better information

becomes available.  The risk of not acting in good time is ever

present.  Failing to plan for the future could potentially increase

risk and incur higher costs and more disruption as the climate

changes and remedial maintenance and renewal is required.

Furthermore, many of the adaptation measures suggested could

lead to cost-savings today – for example using water wisely.

1 IPCC, Third Assessment Report 2001


